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tion of Belgium are firstly a numerous peasant proprietary and secondly a great mass of low-paid and ill-organized labour in the towns. For each of these circumstances an explanation may probably be found in the history of those twenty years during which Belgium was an integral part of France.
Mr. Secbohm Rowntree, who has made a scientific inquiry into the economic conditions of the country,1 reports that the establishment of the Belgian peasant proprietary is due primarily to the extensive sales of the State Forests and of the. common lands which were carried out between 1815 and 1850, but in a secondary degree to the laws of succession which prevail in Belgium, Those laws date from the French Revolution and were codified by Napoleon, and with some emendations and additions govern the Belgian kingdom to-day. The consequences are clearly inscribed in the agrarian map of the country. For instance, one of the special features brought out by Mr. Rowntrcc's inquiry is the large proportion of land, approximately one-tenth of the whole country, held jointly by two or more owners, a feature which is due to the laws of succession which * oblige a landowner to divide his property equally, with the exception of one share which, though legally at his disposal, in practice in almost invariably divided with the rest'. The effect of these laws of succession, combined with economic causes, is that 47 per cent* of the soil is owned by persons whose holding* do not exceed a hundred acres, that the average wise of a farm is 14$ acres in Belgium as against 60 in Great Britain, and that the agricultural population per square mile of the cultivated area is three times that of Great Britain* It is interesting that though a law was passed on May x6, 1900, to prevent excessive subdivision, - there has never been any tendency to revert to primogeniture, entails, or family settlements. The Code Civil, which has received from the University of Lou vain a long line of illustrious commentators, has been amended in certain particulars, but not in any point affecting the cardinal principle of equality.
The other noteworthy feature in the present economic
1 B, Seebohm Rowntrce, l**tt atut Labour Listens fr&m Belgium. Marmillin & Co,, 1910.